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About

Design Futures: Secondary  
School Forum and Careers  
Expo is exclusively curated  
for secondary school students, 
parents and teachers.  
 
The event features a two-hour 
forum, preceded by a design 
careers expo.

The Design Careers Expo brings 
together leading Universities, TAFE 
Colleges and Design Academies; 
providing industry knowledge for  
a range of career pathways and 
design disciplines.

Shape your future. Book now.

The forum explores the practice  
and processes of the world’s leading 
creatives, while also supporting the 
transition from secondary school to 
further education, allowing students 
to explore career pathways in a 
range of design disciplines including: 
Communication Design, Product  
and Industrial Design, Interactive  
and Multimedia Design and Design  
for the Built Environment.

The Design Futures Forum and 
Careers Expo introduces students 
to a line-up of international design 
masters, across multiple disciplines, 
recognised for their unique ideas 
and exemplary execution of their 
craft. Design Futures presents an 
opportunity for teachers of design, 
and students interested in the creative 
industries, to gain an insight into the 
role of design in multiple sectors.

http://ideasondesign.net/next-live-event/events/international-design-forum-2015/


Speakers

Lisa Strausfeld USA 
Lisa Strausfeld is a New York-based Information Architect, Data Visualisation 
Entrepreneur and, currently, Principal of her own studio, InformationArt.  
Most recently, Lisa spent 3 years at Bloomberg LP, first as Global Head of  
Data Visualisation and then as Creative Director of Bloomberg View. She built 
and led Bloomberg’s first Data Visualisation team, Bloomberg Visual Data, 
dedicated to creating a new genre of editorially driven interactive data products 
for Bloomberg’s consumer audience. Prior to Bloomberg, Lisa was a partner 
at Pentagram from 2002 to 2011 where she built a practice around digital 
information projects including the design of large-scale media installations, 
software prototypes and user interfaces, signage and websites.

Dirk Vander Kooij Netherlands 
Dirk Vander Kooij is a Designer and Craftsman, passionate about sustainability. 
He is a new kind of Craftsman, one who embraces technology and machines,  
but not in the same way that industrial producers embraced their factory lines. 
He wants to design, create, improve and create again. An old 3D printer inspired 
Dirk’s graduation assignment at the Design Academy in Eindhoven, where he 
studied between 2005 and 2010. The main drawback the printer had was that  
it couldn’t produce large objects like furniture. Dirk was the very first person  
to ever succeed in printing larger objects. Using sustainable techniques he has 
developed award-winning products such as the Melting Pot table, created using 
his studio’s own unique waste.
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Henrik Kubel UK 
Henrik Kubel, partner in London based Design and Typography office  
A2/SW/HK + A2-TYPE, graduated from Denmark’s Design School in 
Copenhagen in 1997 and received his MA in 2000 from Royal College of Art  
in London, where he was also senior visiting lecturer. Recently, he’s designed 
fonts for Airbnb, Expedia, Android, Paul Davis, The Independent Newspaper, 
Moscow Metro, Aperture magazine in New York and the New York Times.  
He is also a member of the AGI, Alliance Graphique Internationale. In February 
2015 he was awarded the prestigious Knud V Engelhardt Award from The  
Danish Museum of Art & Design.

Masashi Kawamura Japan 
Masashi Kawamura is the Executive Creative Director and Founder of the  
Creative Lab PARTY in Tokyo & New York. His background in coding and 
Film Direction led him to roles at agencies such as BBH New York and 180 
Amsterdam, and as Creative Director at Weiden Kennedy New York, this has  
helped him to create award-winning work that weaves together storytelling  
and technology. He continues to explore creativity in a variety of fields, including 
music videos, product design and digital installations. He has been chosen as 
one of Creativity magazine’s Creative 50, and Fast Company’s 100 most creative 
people in business. 
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Radovan Jenko Slovenia 
Radovan Jenko is a Graphic Designer, Illustrator and Professor. In 1981 he 
graduated in Poster Art under Professor Henryk Tomaszewski and Painting  
under Professor Teresa Pagowska in Warsaw. Jenko became Art Director and 
Designer at Aero Design studio, before starting an independent design workshop. 
Jenko helped co-found the Brumen Foundation and as part of the foundation  
for their 4th Biennial in 2009, Jenko established and became the Artistic Director 
of the International Poster Festival Ljubljana. Jenko has won several awards, 
including the Slovene National Award for Design, a silver medal from the Art 
Directors Club New York, a Silver Award at Toyama Poster Triennial and is a 
member of the AGI, Alliance Graphique Internationale.
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Flavia Cocchi Switzerland 
Born in Lausanne Switzerland, in 1962, Flavia Cocchi is a graduate of Geneva’s 
School of Decorative Arts. She obtained further training, especially in Typography, 
thanks to a four-year stint at Werner Jeker’s design studio. From 1989 to 1991 
Flavia worked for the institutional communication agency Anatome in Paris, 
collaborating on the Louvre Museum signage project and various projects on 
behalf of the Ministry of Culture. She left for Italy in 1995, where she worked at 
Benetton, under the artistic direction of Massimo Vignelli. From 1996 to 2004 
she taught Graphic Design at the School of Applied Arts in Geneva. Flavia has 
been a member of AGI, Alliance Graphique Internationale, since 2012.
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Mia Blume USA 
Mia taught herself HTML and CSS at eleven years of age and later graduated 
with a degree in Graphic Design, pursuing her passions in the heart of Silicon 
Valley. She cultivates a collaborative design process to solve complex, systemic 
problems and bring new ideas to life. Mia is responsible for growing the product 
design discipline and team at Pinterest. Previous to Pinterest, she led the Square 
Register design team to craft an iPad point-of-sale system that simplified the 
interaction between sellers and buyers, fundamentally changing the way people 
start and run their business. Mia has also worked with industry-leaders and 
Fortune 500 companies like AT&T, Hewlett-Packard, Nokia and Microsoft.  
She was named one of the Top 75 Designers in Tech by Business Insider.

Madeline Scott Spencer USA 
Madeleine Scott Spencer has worked extensively with ZBrush for visual effects, 
toys and collectible design and digital maquettes, having worked with Pixologic, 
Gentle Giant Studios, Activision, Hasbro, as well as designing on The Hobbit at 
Weta Workshop. She is also the author of the highly-regarded ZBrush Character 
Creation: Advanced Digital Sculpting, ZBrush Creature Design, and ZBrush 
Digital Sculpting: Human Anatomy. Currently, Madeline works at Weta Digital  
in Wellington, New Zealand. Her most recent film credits include Elysium,  
The Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey & The Desolation of Smaug, Battle  
of Five Armies, Dawn of the Planet of the Apes and Iron Man.

Speakers

http://ideasondesign.net/speakers/speakers/mia-blume/
http://ideasondesign.net/speakers/speakers/madeline-scott-spencer/
http://ideasondesign.net/speakers/speakers/madeline-scott-spencer/


Aaron Limonick USA 
Aaron Limonick was born and raised in Los Angeles and has been working  
as a Concept Artist in Entertainment since 2004. Through a fellow artist,  
Aaron acquired his first job working for Activision at Neversoft Entertainment. 
There he worked on pitch artwork for multiple Vivendi Universal projects, as well 
as developing Transformers: War for Cybertron under Activision. After working on 
several games at Neversoft, including developing the original IP, GUN, he moved 
to San Diego and worked at High Moon Studios for over four years. Aaron is now 
working for Sony at Naughty Dog Inc. and has recently worked on The Last of Us 
and Uncharted 4: A Thief’s End.
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agIdeas 
2015 sees the launch of the Ideas  
on Design online platform that builds 
on the 25 year legacy of agIdeas 
events and the business and high 
school programs. Ideas on Design 
brings all the events and resources 
under one umbrella. 

agIdeas is one of the longest running 
and most highly respected design 
programs in the world. It is unique  
in its scale, audience groups and 
commitment to exploring international 
design excellence across 2D, 3D and 
digital disciplines. 
 
Since inception in 1991 agIdeas 
International Design Forum has  
hosted 600 of the world’s leading 
creatives, 110 000 delegates have 
attended the events, 2 500 individuals 
have come together at social 
gatherings, 54 designers have 
benefited from scholarships,  
5 000 volunteers have helped 
organise and stage the events  
and 150 000 people have  
visited public exhibitions.

Academy of Design 
The Academy of Design is a 
not-for-profit tertiary institution 
that specialises in art and design 
education. By graduating with a  
Bachelor of Design Arts you receive 
the equivalent of a four year degree 
in three years and become part of a 
group that includes members of some 
of the country’s top creative studios, 
Oscar-winning designers, buyers for 
fashion houses, artists represented by 
major galleries, as well as freelance 
professionals in Advertising, Fashion 
Design, Photo Media and Visual Arts 
and include professional placement 
opportunities, providing valuable 
industry experience. 
 
The Academy also offers  
exchanges with top European 
colleges and universities.
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